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(CIRCULAR. ] 
To the Teachers and Patrons of Sabbath Schools, 


ResPrcTeD FRIENDS :— 

Tue subject on which we again address you is one which lays claim 
to the feeling of every benevolent heart. It is the religious instruction of 
the young, and consequently relates to the glory of the Redeemer in the sal- 
vation of souls. The importance of this subject is great, and demands the 
serious attention of all who hope and pray for the prosperity of Zion. 

The institution of the Sabbath School holds a conspicuous rank among 
the many plans of benevolence which characterize the present age. We 
regard it as one of the “ signs of the times” which appear in the religious 
horizon. Its light is increasingly bright; delightful indeed to the eye, and 
cheering to the heart of Christian faith. A review of the past year, in the 
Sabbath School department, would be a pleasing though arduous task. 
It would filla volume. Sufficient to say that the institution hastbeen ad- 
vancing in strength and usefulness, and bids fair, we think, the present 
year, to occupy much of the “land which yet remains to be possessed.” 
The prospect is truly encouraging. It calls for the exercise of devout 
gratitude to the Author of all good, and the assiduous exertions of those 
who are seeking the best interests of the young. 

The Oxerpa Sansata Scnoot Unton would recount with thankfulness, 
the tokens of divine approbation which have attended their. exertions the 
past year. The success which has crowned their humble efforts, has been 
such as to rebuke despondency, and to inspire fresh courage. . 

Hence they woald look forward to the future, and inquire what measures 
can be adopted, which will most advance the interests of Sabbath Schools 
in this.populous section of the state. From mature reflection they are 
inclined to think, that a well directed publication, to be issued monthly, will 
do much toward securing the desired object. They have hitherto approba- 
ted the “‘Sassatra Scuoor Vistrant,” and believe that its influence has 
been salutary, though by far too limited, considering the merit of the 
work, and the benevolent design which its publishershave had in view. By 
these remarks, they wish not merely to express their approbation of the 
VisrranT, as a vehicle of intelligence on the subject bbath Schools, 
but most cordially to recom to the attentian of all who are friendly to 
the institution. They consider the value of the work, as far surpassing the 
price at which it is offered. From this single fact, they are led to hope, 
that the list of its subscribers for the Second Volume, will be greatly en- 
larged, and that it will find its way to many families and individuals, who 
are at present unacquainted with it. They can assure the friends of Sab- 
bath Schools, that the Visrranrt is by no means an object of pecuniary spec- 
ulation. Hitherto it has barely defrayed the actual expense of publication, 
and of course, left nothing as a reward for the faithful attention of those 
who have conducted it. Under these circumstances, and with a full con- 
viction that the work is greatly needed, and ought not to be suffered tolan- 
guish and finally fail, the Oneida Sabbath School Union have taken it under 
their patronage, and design to exert their influence, so far as practicable, 
to bie its publishers and promote its circulation, 

In behalf of the Society : 


5. W. BRACE, Corresponding Secretary. 
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THE CONCERT. 


Tue interest with which the friends of Sunday Schools have en- 
gaged in’their Monthly Concert, speaks loudly and decidedly in favor 
ofthe institution. It is indeed more than the most sanguine could have 
so early anticipated. Opposition seems entirely to have left the 
field, and indifference, more to be dreaded than opposition, is aroused 
to activity. 

In Philadelphia, the Concert for December was attended by about 
sevén hundred, and in New-York by the same number. In these 
places, the value of the Sunday School is well appreciated. It 
maintains a high standing among the institutions of berievolence. Its 
teachers and friends are zealous in the cause, and, according to the 
Divine promise, the blessing of heaven attends them. 

“The New-Haven Intelligencer speaks of its having been observed 
in that city with uncommon interest ; and is of opinion, that, so far 
from lessening the interest in the Mission Concert, it will have a ten- 
dency to increase the latter in numbers and importance. ‘Those who 
are piously engaged,” says the Intelligencer, ‘‘ in training up chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, feel the importance 
of prayer fora blessing on their labors; and as the promise that 
those who water others shall themselves be watered, is returned into 
their own bosoms, their hearts will be more expanded with true be- 
nevolence, and they will pray more frequently and with more fer- 
vency for the success of missions, and the universal spread of the 
gospel. Every Sabbath School ‘Teacher is a missionary, and they 
cannot pray for the success of their cause without praying for the 
cause of missions.” 

In Boston, as might have been expected, from the truly honora- 
ble and ardent devotedness of her citizens to the cause of Missions, 
and consequently their deep interest in the Mission Concert, some 
difference of opinion for a time prevailed, respecting the propriety 
of observing the Sunday School Concert. We are happy to learn, 
however, that ata general meeting of Superintendents and Teachers, 
it was resolved, that in their opinion, ‘the observance of the Month- 
ly Concert of Prayer for Sunday Schools, is peculiarly calculated to 
call down the blessing of heaven upon the schools, and those who 
conduct them ;”’ and, “that they recommend its observance to all 
the Sunday School Teachers in that city,” 

In this place, the Concert for January was observed as usual. 
Some discussion was had on the propriety of having scholars instruet- 
ed on their lessons, by the superintendent, before they commit them. 
It was thought by some, that it would be an excellent measure for 
rendering their studies easy and useful: by others, it was thought 
best to accustom the scholars to think first for themselves, and then 
to be instructed.—Our sentiments on this subject shall be given here- 
after. © 

Some excellent remarks were made at this meeting, upon the im- 

rtance of every teacher's becoming deeply interested in his own 
class. -The geaeral plan of a school may be excellent ; the super- 
intendents fully competent to their duty ; but the actual benefitting 
of the scholars depends almost entirely upon the zeal and faithful. 
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ness of each teacher towards his own class. When his own class. 
calls for his attention, he ought, as it were, to forget the rest of the 
school,—his solicitude for the general good,—and bring all his pow- - 
ers of heart and head to bear upon his particular charge. Let each 

teacher do this, and his wish to see the whole school flourish in 

knowledge and in piety, will be amply gratified. The promises of God 

ensure success to diligent and trusting exertion.—These remarks 

were suggested by ubservation. ‘The class, whose teacher has neither 

eye, ear, nor word, for any other, and whose soul seems swallowed 

up by love for his little cure,—are seen to crowd around him, 

trying to get nearer the beloved lips, that are filled with instruction, 

obviously to the little fellows, flowing from a heart glowing with af- . 
fection for them. They cannot but be touched with his paternal 

feelings ; they think it sacrilegious to speak a word against him; 

their eyes glisten when he appears ; there is a delightful mingling of 
hearts, which, if sanctified by prayer, cannot but result in rich ben- 

efit to teacher and pupil.—The interest here spoken of, is the result 

of pains-taking effort: But it has been, experienced, and may be ex- 

perienced by all who hold the momentous office of Teacher, if dili- 

gence be given to prepare a good account to render before the judg- 

ment seat of Christ. 

EEE 
THE MOTHER AND HER CHILD. 


A rew months ago, says a correspondent in the Religious Intelli- 
gencer, a pious woman brought her child to me, to request I would 
dedicate it to the Lord. I did so; and after imploring his blessing 
upon the child and its parents, | addressed them, especially the moth- 
er, and concluded in these words : ‘‘ You now, my friends, have given 
this dear child to God our Saviour ; you have dedicated it to him ; it 
he should take it from you, remember what you have now done ; do 
not be angry with him!”” Time passed away, and a few days since, 
I rode with the poor mother in a mourning coach ;—the child was 
gone! Her anguish for the loss of the dear babe was very great ;— 
many a thoughtless passenger said, “it was only an infant going to 
be buried ;”” but it was the mother’s darling, the desire of her eyes, 
her all. ‘‘ Ah sir,” said she, wringing her hands a thousand times, 
‘when the child was ill, | thought of your words, ‘don’t be angry if 
the Lord takes what he gavé? Oh, a0; Oh, no; but I feel it very 
difficult to leave it in the grave. I did give tt to him; and, blessed 
be his name, he takes but what he gave. I do not murmur; but J 
do feel.” 

he mother had nursed the babe with all a mother’s fondness, and 
had caught its disease, the measles. In a few days after the funeral 
of her child, the sickness appeared, and so much altered her features, 
that had I seen her any where except in her own house, I should 
not have known her. After lying some days in this state, with a 
half suffocated voice, she pointed with her hand to heaven, and made 
signs that she was ready to follow her child; but upon some hopes 
of her recovery being expressed, she said, with uncommon eagerness; 
‘“Pray, pray for me, that I may be restored for one thing ; that I may 
tell to every body not to put off the important concerns of their souls 
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til they are taken ill. Oh, itis enough to hear the pain even when 
the mindis supported. Now, now is the accepted time ; now is the 
day of salvation !”—From that hour she became worse, and found 
death rapidly coming upon her. She then, with ¢omposure, gave 
some directions concerning her funeral, and after lingering some 
days, rejoicing in God her Saviour, she departed hence, to be with 
him forever. 

She requested that she might be interred in the same grave with 
her child; her wish was complied with. The grave was prepared 
for the mother, and the little one placed on her bosom. From her 
it had received life, and to her it had imparted death ?—Reader, be 
ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
cometh. — 

i —n 0 Qo 


JERUSALEM, , 
Extract of a letter from Rev. Mr. Fisk. 


‘“‘{ Have now spent four days in the city where David lived and 
reigned, and where David’s’Lord and King redeemed the world. 
The house 1 inhabit stands on Mount Calvary ; my little room has 
but one sinall window, and this opens towards Mount Olivet. I 
have walked around Zion; I have walked over Calvary ; | have 
passed through the valley of Hinnom ; drank of the waters of Siloam ; 
crossed the brook Kedron ; and have been in the garden of Gethse- 
mane. The next day afier my arrival 1 made my first visit to the 
tomb of our Lord. The church (built over it) was full of people ; 
bat though surrounded by them, | could not suppress my feelings. I 
looked at the dome which covers the tomb ; thought of the death 
and resurrection of our Lord, and burst into tears. I entered and 
knéeled by the marble which is supposed to cover the spot where 
the body lay. . My tears flowed freely; it was for us he bled and 
died. Shall.we not then live to him? He died to save us from sin : 
Shall we not then avoid sin in all its forms? He died to save us: 
can we then be unwilling to make efforts, and endure privations to 
save others 7—We have sold and distributed about seventy Testa- 
ments and Psalters, and more than three hundred Tracts ; and broth- 
er Wolff is engaged day and night in preaching to the Jews, and dis- 
puting with their Rabbins. We are surrounded with dangers, and 
tremble at every step ; yet the Lord our Redeemer protects us, and, 
I hope, will protect us.” 

OG 
ROSES IN SEPTEMBER. 


In September I saw a tree bearing roses, while others of the same 
sort near it had none. I inquired the cause, and was told that this 
tree was clipt close in May and hindered from blossoming at that 
time, and now flowered in Autumn. Lord, if I were curbed and clipt 
in 7 youger years and kept from those sins and follies to which 
youth is subject ; leave me not, forsake me not, still keep me by thy 
grace, lest when I am more advanced in life, the corrupt nature 
which is in me should cause me to break forth into those evils from 
which I have been hitherto mercifully restrained. FuLver. 
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THE BARL OF RODEN. 
From the Address of that Nobleman at the Anviversary of the Bible Society. 


I rutnx J should be justly chargeable with ingratitude, were I 
not to bring beforé you a single fact,'the trath of which f can avouch, 
and which is connected with the proceedings in which we are enga- 
ged. It is about—t{ will not say how many years ago—I knew a man 
who was involved in all the pursuits of folly and dissipation, who 
lived in the world and for the world, whose chief desire was to gain 
the world’s applause, and who looked only to that which was calcu- 
lated to give him pleasure here below : I knew this person, engaged 
in the: pursuits of the day, walking through the streets of Dublin on 
* the anniversary of a Bible Society : he was led by, what be thought, 
idle curiosity, to enter the room where that meeting was held ; 
ashamed of being $een in such society, ashamed of being engaged in 
such a work as was then going on, he looked for the most secret 
part of the room in which to take up his station ; and there he heard 
opinions delivered, and there he heard sentiments declared, which 
indeed were altogether strange to him; and he was led toargue thus 
with himself, ** If these opinions be true, then I am wrong ; if these 
sentiments are founded on the scriptures, which I profess to believe, 
then I am in error.” He determined no longer to build his faith on 
the hearsay of others, but to read for himself, and see whether these 
things were true, A good man who had addressed the assembly, 
stated that all hearing and reading would be in vain, except the 
Spirit of God brought home to the heart that which was heard and ~ 
read. . This good man also told them that God would give his Holy 
Spirit to all who asked Him. The individual to whom I have allud- 
ed went home from the meeting deeply affected : and poured forth 
his prayers to Him who is the hearer of prayer, to Him who knows 
the desires of the heart, that he would lead him in the right way, 
and bring him to a right uuderstanding of the scriptures of truth. I 
need hardly to say what was the result of an application like this, 
and I need not, and I could not, tell what was his astonishment when, 
in the perusal of the sacred volume, he found, what he never knew 
before, that he was a sinful creature in the sight of his Maker, and 
his God. It would be impossible for me to tell you, on the other 
hand, what was his joy, and what was his peace, when the word he 
read there, was brought home to his heart, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them. ‘This man to whom I have alluded, I then knew, and I 
know him now ; he has since experienced a very large portion of 
those trials and of those calamities which are common to men ; he 
has experienced some calculated to make flesh and blood to wince ; 
but in that blessed book, which it is the object of this Society to cir- 
culate, he has found a hiding place from the storm, he has found a 
covert from the wind, and he has found one who has borne his iniqui- 
ties and carried his sorrows. That individual to whom I have al- 
luded, is now permitted to have the great privilege of testifying to 
this assembly, the obligations he is under to@nniversary Meetings. 
O, my Lord, it is in proportion as we see the necessity of God's 
word for our own souls, thut we shall be anxious to send it to others ; 
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it is in proportion as we see the necessity of something substantial to 
stand upoo, when the rotten, the flimsy foundation of our own 
strength is falling under us, that we shall be anxious and eager to send 
to those around us, and to those belonging te us, that inestimable 
treasure which it is the object of this Society to circulate, and which 
God’s Spirit has declared is able to make men wise unto salvation. 


LF 


INTERESTING FACT. 


Tae following is an extract from a letter written by a Sunda 
School Teacher in New-York, and formerly of the Red-Hill Schools, 
to one of the secretaries of the Union :— 

The first Sunday after I had received the Sunday School Union 
Report, I put it into my pocket, purposing to read to the scholars 
of my class, some of the very interesting facts contained in it; I 
accordingly did so; when one of my scholars, a little boy, saw in 
the book, the name of the ‘Garden Street School ;’ and with an eye 
sparkling with delight, said, ‘ That was my School—I learned there.’ 
Judge, my dear Sir, what were my feelings, at this testimony of 
youthful affection! On inquiry, I found that I knew the whole of 
his history, and I resolved to go and see his father, whom I had 
known while in Sheffield. The next day, as I was walking in the 
street, 1 was attracted by the novel sight of a wheel-barrow grinder, 
and approaching a little nearer, judge of my surprise again, to find 
that the man was the father of the boy alluded to. A long conver- 
sation ensued ; he said he had fwo daughters, who were now young 
women, and as they used to learn at the Sunday School when in 
Sheffield, and hearing through the medium of their bgother, that 
a’ Sunday School teacher from Sheffield was in New-York, they 
expressed a wish to see me: I accordingly appointed the after-noon 
of the ensuing Sunday to visit them. I took with me a pious friend, 
and we started on our visit; the day was very inclement—but a 
good errand ensures its own reward: of the truth of this axiom | 
was never more fully convinced. 

On our arrival, we found a wooden building of a miserable exte- 
rior, but were agreeably surprised on entering, to find neatness, 
and cleanliness, and welcome smiles, which cheered our hearts 
with gladness. We foun: in the character of his daughters, two 
amiable young women, about sixteen and eighteen years of age ; 
on inquiry, | found that they had been scholars in Red-Hill Sunday 
School, I believe at the time when that institution was first opened. 
They continued faithful disciples of that school for three years, 
when they were removed to Garden Street School: where they 
continued until they embarked for this country, about two years 
ago. They still retain their principles of piety, notwithstanding 
the vicious and baneful examples and temptations around them. 
They speak of the Red-Hill and Garden Street Sunday Schools with 
tears of gratitude, and the eldest daughter said, she had two Bibles 
and a hymn book, whi® she had received from the latter school. 


Thus yousee, my dear friend, the blessed effects of Sunday Schools. 
.. S. S Magazine. 
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FILIAL DUTY. 


Anone the American Indians, one of the first lessons they incul- 
cate on their children, is duty to their parents, and respect for old 
age ; and there is not among the most civilized nations, any people 
who more strictly observe the duty of filial obedience. A father 
need only to say, in the presence of his children, “1 want such a 
thing done ; [ want one of my children to go upon such an errand ; 
let me see who is the good child that will do it.” This word good 
operates as it were by magic, and the children immediately vie with 
each other to comply with the wishes of their parent. Ifa father sees 
an old man or woman pass by, led along by a child, he will draw 
the attention of his own children to the object by saying, “‘ What a 
good child that must be, which pays such attention to the aged! That 
child indeed looks:forward to the time when it will likewise be old !”” 
Or he will say, “‘ May the Great Spirit, who looks upon him, grant 
this good child a long life !”—Percy Anecdotes. 


SF 


COWPER. 


Cowper, in his ‘‘ Memoirs of his Early Life,”’ gives an affecting 
instance of that mental enthralment which boys. of sensitive parts are 
too often doomed to suffer in public schools, from the arrogance and 
cruelty of their senior schoolmates. ‘My chief affliction,’ he says, 
“consisted in my being singled out from all the other boys, by a lad 
about fifteen years of age, as a proper object upon whom he might 
let loose the cruelty of his temper. One day, as I was sitting alone 
on a bench in the school, melancholy, and almost ready to weep at 
the recollection of what I had already suffered, and expecting at the 
same time my tormentor every moment, these words of the Psalmist 
came into my mind: “J will not be afraid of what man can do unto 
me.” | applied this to my own case, with a degree of trust and con- 
fidence in God that would have been no disgrace to a much more ex- 
perienced Christian. Instantly I perceived in myself a briskness of 
spirits and a cheerfulness which I had never before experienced, and 
took several paces up and down the room with joyful alacrity—his 
gift in whom I trusted. Happy would it have been for me, if this 
early effort towards the blessed God had been frequently repeated 
by me ; but, alas! it was the first and last instance of the kind be- 
tween infancy and manhood.—The cruelty of this hoy, which he had 
long practiced in so secret a manner that no person suspected it, was 
at length discovered. He was expelled from the school, and | was 
taken from it.” 

OM Re 


From the Child‘s Companion, or Sunday Scholar‘s Reward. 
THE MAN WHO COULD REPEAT ALL THE BIBLE. 

I nave heard of a man in Scotland, who could say all the Bible, 
from the beginning to the end ; and when any verse in any chapter 
was mentioned, he could repeat it, and also gould tell the place in 
which any verse was to be found that was quoted to him. Don’t 
you think this man was a true Christian’ Alas! I am sorry to say, 
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that though he knew the letter of God’s holy word, yet he did not 
act up to its spirit. His memory was filled with the contents of the 
Bible ;, but his heart was not changed. He loved his sins, and after 
them he would go, though he knew that he was acting contrary to 
the Bible. 

My dear children, this should teach you that head knowledge is 
not sufficient: ; that it is possible to know a great deal, and yet be the 
enemies of God by wicked works. I[t should also teach you that 
divine assistance is necessary to recieve the truths: of the Gospel 
aright, and that we should be earnest in offering our prayers to God : 
Open thou mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law.” “ Sanctify us through thy truth : thy word is truth.” 


~-+e 


Two little girls, in one of the junior classes, who had been taught 
by their teacher to repeat the Lord’s prayer, were desired to ask 
their mother to let them say it at night, when they went to bed ; 
which they accordingly did. The first week their solicitations were 
in vain, the mother always finding some excuse to put them off ; 
but the urgent importunity of the children at last overcame her, and 
she not only consented to hear them say their prayer, but, as if con- 
vinced, by their example, of her own improper conduct, in neglect- 
ing a duty so important, she knelt down and prayed for herself, also, 
and continued to pray with the children every night—though, as 
the little creatures remarked, they had never seen her do such a 
thing before.—S. S. Mag. 

~~ oe 
BROTHERLY LOVE. 


A virtie boy seeing two nestling birds pecking at each other, in- 
quired of his elder brother what they were doing. ‘ They are quar- 
reling,” was'the answer. ‘*No,”’ replied the child, ‘‘ that cannot 
be; they are brothers.” 

~—-Oo = 


I askep a little boy in the Sunday School, what was the most im- 
portant truth in the Bible,—to which he answered, 
*¢‘ And what is more than all beside, 
‘* The bible tells me Jesus died ; 
‘ This is its best, its chief intent, 
**To teach poor sinners to repent.” 


TO OUR PATRONS. 


(<p Tue second volume of the Visitanr will commence in March 
next. It will be published on the same terms, and conducted in the 
same manner, as the first volume. We trust in the continuance of 
our present patronage ; and shall, on our part, endeavor to deserve it. 

Those.of our subscribers who may decline taking the second vol- 
ume, will please give us notice by the first of March: otherwise they 
will be considered as continuing their subscription. 

We presume that, 3% the sum is so trifling, none will object to the 
requirement of pay in advance.—See Proposal and Terms on the 
cover. 





